
Upcoming Changes to Pernambuco Rules  
Pernambuco (Paubrasilia echinata) is the wood traditionally used to make high-quality 
stringed instrument bows. At the 20th Conference of the Parties (CoP20) of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), governments 
agreed to strengthen controls on the international commercial trade of Pernambuco to help 
protect the species. These new rules enter into force for CITES parties from 5 March 2026. 

This summary explains what the changes mean for musicians, bow makers, traders, and 
anyone travelling with, or buying and selling, Pernambuco bows1. 

 

1. Travelling with Pernambuco bows for non-commercial purposes 
You do NOT need CITES permits when travelling internationally with a bow made from 
Pernambuco as long as the movement is non-commercial. 

This includes travel for: 

• Paid or unpaid performances 
• Personal use 
• Display 
• Competitions 
• Teaching 
• Appraisal 
• Repair 
• Loans 

To benefit from this exemption: 

• Ownership of the bow must not change. 
• You must not sell, transfer, or dispose of the bow outside your usual country of 

residence. 
• The bow must return with you to your usual country of residence. 
• It may be helpful (but not required) to carry evidence of the purpose of travel (e.g., 

concert information) in case of questioning by enforcement agencies.  

 

 
1 The changes agreed at CoP20 cover finished musical instruments, finished musical instrument accessories 
and finished musical instrument parts made from Pernambuco. Bows are referenced in this document as the 
musical instrument accessory most commonly made from Pernambuco. However, the measures relating to 
bows explained in this document are applicable to all musical instruments, accessories and parts made from 
Pernambuco.  
 



2. Buying and selling Pernambuco bows 

Pre-2007 Pernambuco (pre-Convention material) 
International commercial trade in bows made from pre-2007 harvested Pernambuco will still 
be permitted, but only if you can prove the wood was legally acquired and harvested 
before 2007. 

To import or re-export such bows, CITES permits will be required. 

Bow sales within the UK will not require CITES permits.  

To apply for a UK CITES permit please visit Apply for a CITES permit - GOV.UK. 

Post-2007 Pernambuco (harvested after the species was CITES listed) 
Commercial international trade in bows made from post-2007 harvested Pernambuco will be 
prohibited, because a zero export quota now applies. 

This means: 

• No CITES (re-)export or import permits can be issued for bows made from 
Pernambuco harvested after 2007. 

• These bows may still be bought and sold within the UK, provided they were legally 
acquired. 

 

3. Evidence you may need 
To obtain a permit for commercial international trade in pre-2007 bows, you should provide 
as much evidence as possible to support provenance. 

Examples of acceptable evidence of pre-Convention status include (this list is not 
exhaustive): 

• Any previous CITES documents 
• Dated purchase receipts 
• Signed, dated statement describing when and how the bow was acquired 
• Auction listings 
• Identifying photographs, including any markings or distinguishing characteristics of 

the wood 
• Insurance documents 
• Expert assessments 

Without evidence of legal origin and that the wood was harvested before 2007, the bow 
cannot be traded internationally after 5 March 2026. 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-cites-permit


Upcoming Changes to Pernambuco Rules - Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the key changes that I need to know about from 5 March 2026 relating to the 
movement or trade of Pernambuco bows?  

• From 5 March 2026: 
o Travel for non-commercial purposes remains permit-free. 
o International commercial trade becomes much more restricted. 
o Only bows made from pre-2007 wood, with evidence of provenance, can be 

commercially traded across borders and require CITES permits. 
o Pernambuco bows made from wood harvested post-2007 cannot be 

commercially traded internationally. 
o CITES permit processing will require evidence of legal, pre-2007 origin. 

I want to sell my Pernambuco bow to someone outside the UK before 5 March 2026.  
Do I need to do anything differently in order to sell it before 5 March 2026? 

• Before the new rules begin on 5 March 2026: 
o Current rules apply. 
o No additional evidence is required for importing or re-exporting Pernambuco 

bows into and out of the UK. 
o Re-export of finished bows remains exempt only because of the existing rules, 

which cease to apply on 5 March 2026. 

Are CITES permits required for bows entering the UK before 5 March 2026? 

• Current rules apply so no CITES permits are required for international trade in 
Pernambuco bows before 5 March 2026.   

• However, evidence may be required to demonstrate the item was imported prior to 5 

March 2026 for any future commercial trade. 

What are the CITES permitting requirements for buying and selling Pernambuco bows 
after 5 March 2026? 

• CITES permits will be required only when pre-2007 bows are bought and sold 
internationally. Any bow sales within the UK will not require CITES permits.  

• If a bow is bought abroad and brought into the UK, the person responsible for the 
movement will require an import permit from APHA and a (re-)export permit from the 
exporting country. Similarly, if a bow is sold in the UK and exported to another country, 
a re-export permit will be required (post-sale) from APHA and an import permit if 
applicable from the importing country. 

• Note that APHA cannot advise on the permitting requirements of other countries. You 
will need to reach out to the Management Authority of the relevant country to ask for 
advice on their permitting requirements. Contact details for Management Authorities 
are available on the CITES website at https://cites.org/eng/parties/country-
profiles/national-authorities. 

https://cites.org/eng/parties/country-profiles/national-authorities
https://cites.org/eng/parties/country-profiles/national-authorities


If I buy a bow overseas for personal use, will I need CITES permits to return to the UK? 

• Yes, as the purpose of the introduction of the bow into the UK is seen as commercial 
you will require a CITES (re-)export permit or pre-Convention certificate from the 
country you are buying the bow from and a UK import permit to legally import the bow 
into the UK. 

Do I need CITES permits for bows introduced to the UK on consignment? 

• Yes, as the purpose of the introduction of the bow into the UK is seen as commercial 
you will require a CITES (re-)export permit or pre-Convention certificate from the 
country the bow is travelling from and a UK import permit to legally import the bow into 
the UK. 

• This applies to all pre-2007 bows introduced into the UK or leaving the UK on 
consignment, whether the bow is ultimately sold and ownership transferred or not. 
Consignment is not included in the list of reasons exempt under the revised rules, as it 
is a contract with intent to sell and thus commercial. 

Will I need a CITES Article 10 certificate to sell a Pernambuco bow in the UK?  

• You will not need a CITES Article 10 certificate to sell a Pernambuco bow within the UK 
as Article 10 certificates are only required for commercial trade of CITES specimens 
listed on Appendix I. Following CoP20 Pernambuco is still listed on CITES Appendix II.  
However, if your Pernambuco bow includes other materials which are Appendix I 
CITES listed (e.g. ivory) then you would need an Article 10 certificate for those 
elements of the bow.   

How long will it take for CITES permits to be issued by APHA?  

• The UK’s CITES management authority (APHA) aims to issue permits within 30 days 
after receipt of payment, but processing may take longer. 

• Applicants should prepare early and gather clear evidence of pre-2007 origin. 
• APHA can notify applicants via email once a permit has been issued, applicants 

should request notification at the time of application.  

Can multiple bows be on one permit?  

• Multiple bows can be listed on a single permit if they are contained within one 
shipment and share the same details, i.e. importer/exporter name and address, 
country of origin, source, purpose. 

• Composite items: 
o For bows containing more than one CITES listed species, a permit will be 

required for each species e.g. a Pernambuco bow with ivory decoration.  

Who should apply for a re-export permit for bows sold at auction? 

• The company or person responsible for the movement of the bow out of the UK should 
apply and be listed as the exporter on the re-export permit. 



Can implementation of the changes agreed at CoP20 be delayed in the UK? 

• No, the deadline for the implementation of the new rules is 5th March 2026 for all 
CITES parties.  A delayed implementation in the UK by entering a reservation would not 
change the requirements relating to international commercial trade of Pernambuco 
bows as permits would still be required by other parties and the UK would still need to 
issue comparable documentation under CITES. 

How can people traveling with a bow for non-commercial purposes demonstrate at 
the border that they meet the exemption? 

• The new rules mean that people traveling with Pernambuco bows for non-commercial 
purposes continue to be exempt from CITES permits and therefore do not have to 
declare their bow at the border to customs.  However, given that commercial 
movement of bows requires CITES permits, if customs officials do question you at the 
border it would be helpful if you could  provide some evidence that you are travelling 
with the bow for non-commercial purposes, e.g. information about the concert you are 
travelling to perform at or details of an appointment for an appraisal of the bow.   

Can pre-convention certificates be issued for pre-2007 Pernambuco bows, to lessen 
the permitting burden and ease cross-border commercial trade? 

• The UK does not currently issue pre-Convention certificates, but it can accept those  
issued by other Parties on the import of pre-Convention specimens into the UK.   

• However, stakeholders should note that pre-Convention certificates are not widely 
used by CITES Parties and Parties are not required to accept them in place of CITES 
permits. There is therefore a risk that a trader may be issued with a pre-Convention 
certificate for re-export only for the importing country to reject it.  

• Unless all Parties commit to using pre-Convention certificates for pre-Convention 
specimens it is less risky for traders to continue to rely on standard (re) export and 
import permits for pre-Convention specimens.   

Could applicants sign a form to ‘self-declare’ the age of bows, as is done when 
applying for ivory exemption codes, through an online registration system? 

• This would not be possible under CITES regulations and self-registration would 
therefore not be compliant with the Convention. 

• The self-declaration process used under the UK Ivory Act is permitted only because 
that legislation includes specific provisions allowing it.  

When will Eurostar be designated as a CITES Point of Entry and be able to process 
CITES permits?  

• There are currently no plans to designate Eurostar St Pancras as a CITES Point of Entry 
(PoE). This follows an assessment by UK Border Force (BF), which concluded that the 
terminal does not have the necessary capacity or infrastructure to carry out CITES 



checks. The most recent evaluation of St Pancras was conducted by BF in early 2025 
as part of the new CITES PoE review. 

• Additionally, as the terminal operator is responsible for providing appropriate facilities 
for CITES checks, this would require a commercial decision by Eurostar. 

• We will revisit this decision if circumstances change. 
• For a list of CITES designated points of entry and exit in the UK visit: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/designated-land-sea-and-air-ports-for-trading-or-
moving-cites-listed-endangered-species  

What happens if you have a Pernambuco bow without acceptable evidence of legal 
origin? 

• If you cannot prove that your Pernambuco bow was lawfully acquired and that the 
wood was harvested before 2007, you cannot trade it internationally after 5 March 
2026. 

What evidence is required for traceability? 

• Traceability of bows and demonstrating the unique identity of an existing bow can be 
difficult as most bows do not have an identifying mark from the maker. Detailed 
photographs of the bow in this case may suffice, however, going forward CITES Parties 
are being urged to develop a harmonised approach to enhance traceability of 
Pernambuco bows, bow blanks and wood stockpiles. This will include looking at 
possible options for marking newly made bows made from pre-Convention wood and 
pre-Convention bows so that they are uniquely marked and can be traced when 
moved commercially across borders.   

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/designated-land-sea-and-air-ports-for-trading-or-moving-cites-listed-endangered-species
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/designated-land-sea-and-air-ports-for-trading-or-moving-cites-listed-endangered-species

